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afternoon of the soth his Army was locked in battle
with a German force advancing under orders
almost precisely similar to those which he himself
had received.    A week of confused fighting fol-
lowed, the British still striving to press forward
but with their numbers daily reduced by casualties
that   could   not   be   replaced,   hopelessly   out-
numbered in artillery,  and with the scantiest
allowance of ammunition for the few available
guns,   Then came the first great crisis of the long-
drawn   battle.     From   British   General  Head-
quarters, strangely inappreciative of the actual
situation at the front, there came, on the evening
of the 28th of October, orders for the British to
renew their attack on the Germans.   But mean-
time the Germans had been steadily increasing
their forces in the area, and now felt themselves
strong enough to sweep aside the despised British
Army.    Night fell on the a8th with the small
British force, which now consisted of six and a
half divisions, facing a force of fifteen and a half
German divisions, each side preparing to attack
the other on the morrow.   In heavy artillery the
preponderance was even more marked, for the
Germans had now massed 250 heavy guns, and
to meet them the British had at their disposal only
26 heavy guns.   For three days the battle raged
fiercely.   At dawn on the agth the storm broke.
Under a hurricane of artillery fire the Germans,
in dense masses, attacked.   Each evening found
the British line bent in places but still unbroken,
its  ranks  sadly  thinned  by  heavy   casualties,